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Die to Live – Live to Die 
Luke 9 

Pastor Josh Luse 
 

My name is Josh Luse. I’m the Connection’s Pastor at Lincoln Berean, and since we have started 
these section parties, I’ve also taken on the title as the “party pastor”. Woo hoo! (laughter) So, 
about a year ago we, as a church, started to look into the challenge that we have been having with 
connections and community as we continue to grow. It has been so fun to watch the way that you 
have responded. It’s been amazing! We realize the last thing that we want to do is jut start a 
program; what we really want to do is to cultivate a culture. So, we started looking at God’s Word 
to see what He shares with us about how to live out this value of love and connection with one 
another. We invited you into it, and you responded in incredible ways! We challenged you to start 
learning names. We even had that “Nametag Sunday,” remember that? We invited you to come a 
little early, to grab some coffee. We invited you to ask people into your homes after the service, and 
you have continued to blow us away with that. Different sections have continued to have people 
step forward from within the section saying, “I’m going to help lead this group; I see this group as 
my group. I’m going to help lead them.” We still have a long ways to go. We still know that we are 
just beginning, but we’re seeing incredible things happen among us and tons of stories that continue 
to unfold because you are stepping out.  
 
Our desire is that every person that would walk into this room would feel noticed, would feel 
valued, would feel connected, would have somebody along side of them to help them invest in the 
things that matter most—and you’ve done that.  So if you’re still saying, “Man, I’m still waiting for 
this section-party thing to happen to my section,” keep praying. We know that it starts there. 
Continue to pray that God would gather others from your section to help you start this, and continue 
to be what you want to see. Come early. Stay a little later. Get to know the people around you. 
Connect with them. It doesn’t have to wait for a section party. You can have lunch with them on 
your own. Continue to reach out to me. Let me know if this is something you would like to be a part 
of as well. I believe that there are greater things yet to come this next year as we continue to make 
steps forward in this area.  
 
It was March 13, 1964; twenty-eight-year-old Kitty Genovese was walking home from work late 
one night—really late—the kind of late where you don’t want to be alone. Only it was found out 
later that she wasn’t really alone. She was walking near and into her neighborhood in New York 
City, and it turned out that several neighbors had seen her or heard her. She wasn’t alone; she was 
being followed, was attacked twice, and ultimately this lead to her death. The thing that really 
rattled the country was a New York Times’ story that followed—that listed 38 people had seen a 
woman being attacked and murdered and done nothing. Now the story was more complex; it turns 
out two people had called the police and an older woman did go and was there with her as she was 
being rushed to the hospital. But what really stood out in people’s minds is, “How could you see 
someone in need and do nothing?”  
 
Researchers and professors started studying this and started calling this the bystander effect. The 
idea is that when there are more people around, I think somebody else is going to do something. We 
are also thinking maybe somebody else is better suited than I am to meet the need, or maybe I just 
think I don’t want this interruption to actually impact my life, so I’ll let somebody else take care of 
it.  
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We are going to take a look at Luke, Chapter 9, this morning. It will be a little bit different than 
what we are used to. We are going to fly over the entire chapter and, at the end I want to make a 
couple of observations as well.  So we’ll be moving quite a bit, but since we are dropping right into 
the middle of this chapter, it’s important to know and understand that the first eight chapters of 
Luke have primarily dealt with this question, “Who is Jesus?” yet when it comes to chapter 9 there 
is this shift that starts to take place. There’s a group of guys that have been following Jesus—these 
disciples—and something starts to click in their minds of who Jesus is. They continue to understand 
and they struggle to learn what Jesus is about. So, let’s start right in Chapter 9, verse 18 and see 
what’s happening.  

 
And it happened that while He was praying alone (now speaking of Jesus and if you are 
a notetaker or an underliner, start underlining right there. We will come back to that again 
later, but Jesus is praying alone), the disciples were with Him, and He questioned them, 
saying, “Who do the people say that I am?” (*NASB, Luke 9:18) 
   

Now if you go back to the beginning of chapter 9, you see that Jesus is taking His disciples and had 
commissioned them to go out into the villages, giving them the authority and power to heal people 
and to cast out demons. So, as they are doing this from village to village, there is a buzz starting to 
take place around, and people are trying to figure out, “Who is this Jesus?” There are different 
opinions and they are asking different things. They are starting to share what they think and, in 
verse 19 He actually goes on to answer what was said earlier in verses 7, 8, and 9 as well. But in 19: 
  

They answered and said, “John the Baptist, and others say Elijah; but others, that 
one of the prophets of old has risen again.”  (So, we’ve got John the Baptist, Elijah, one 
of the old prophets who has risen again, but then Jesus says to them,) “But who do you 
say that I am?”  (Because who Jesus is, is never just an opinion of a group. It’s always got 
to be something that I individually have to decide in my own heart. He turns this into a 
very personal question and Peter speaks up.) And Peter answered and said, “The Christ 
of God.”  (Vs. 19-20) 
   

The Messiah...the anointed One...is what he is thinking. So finally it clicks, “This is the Christ. He 
is the One we have been waiting for, the One who has been prophesized about for years and years. 
He is now here!” But it’s important to understand what they have heard. So, they are hearing that 
this is the anointed One, the Messiah, and what they are thinking is, “This is the One that is finally 
going to free us from Rome’s oppression. This is the One that is going to set up David’s throne once 
again. This is the One that is going to be King and we know the King.” And so, in their mind this is 
completely a conquering thing, but then He goes on. 

  
But He warned them and instructed them not to tell this to anyone, saying, “The Son 
of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed and be raised up on the third day.” (Vs. 21-22) 

   
What? I just found that this is the One we have been waiting for, and now He is saying He is going 
to die? To any Greeks that heard this, this wouldn’t make any sense. Gods aren’t supposed to die. 
To the Jews this doesn’t make any sense because they are thinking, “This is the One that is 
supposed to free us. How can He free us if He Himself is captured...if He is killed?”  So they are 
continuing to process through this and then He dials it in even one step more personally for them. 
Verse 23: 
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And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.”  
  

Now to really grasp this, we have to put ourselves in the disciples’ shoes or in their sandals, which 
is really hard for us to do because it is winter and that would be really cold...or because we already 
know the end of the story...so we just go right there. But they didn’t know what was going to 
happen so they are hearing Him say that they need to take up their cross and follow Him—and they 
know about the cross. The cross is reserved for murderers, for thieves, for sinners. Why did they 
need to go pick up this cross and carry it? What about this daily thing? Because they have seen 
people carrying crosses and it’s a one-way trip. You don’t circle the block and come back around 
with the cross. They know that the people that are carrying the cross are going to their death. For 
them they are trying to figure out, “What does He mean? What is He telling us with this?” In Jewish 
literature there is often a technique of repeating things that need emphasis or importance, but there 
is also a technique of restating what has been said in the next couple of sentences, and that’s what 
we see happening here. So to further clarify, Jesus goes on to say this.  
 

“For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, 
he is the one who will save it.” (Vs. 24)   
 

Now it’s important to understand one other thing in this passage. There’s a Greek word for life. It’s 
b𝚤os, and this is the word we get our word biology from. It’s this physical life but that’s not the 
word that is being used here. The word that’s being used here is psych𝑒n and this is where we get 
the word psychology. This is the psychological life. This is the mind and the emotions and the will. 
This is the self. This is who I am; this is my identity, and that is what He is speaking of here. He is 
saying, “Hey, you want to find who you really are? You are never going to find it by just continuing 
to try and search on your own for your own identify. Continuing to accomplish things, to gather 
things, to accumulate things, you are not going to find what you are looking for. It’s an endless 
void.”  In fact, He’s telling them that in order to find who you really are, you have to die! Because I 
know myself, looking at this it makes sense. The me that I know is selfish and greedy and vain and 
cowardly, and it needs to die. It’s killing me anyway. So Jesus says, “In order to find your life, you 
going to take that identity and kill it but in its place something else will come in.” He goes on in 
verse 25: 
 

“For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself?”  
  

What good is it if you get everything you ever wanted but you still don’t know who you really are? 
We see it in the news all the time. People that have done incredible things, people that have 
achieved incredible wealth or popularity or status and yet they get to this point where it is just not 
enough. It’s empty. They are depressed. Why? Because what they are looking for will never be 
found in that. Instead He’s telling them, “Hey, in order to find who you are, your identity is found in 
Me.” He’s starting to reveal who He is but also what He is about. It goes on in verse 26: 
  

For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of 
him when He comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.  
 

Now this ashamed that He is talking about is more than embarrassment. It’s judgment! Each one of 
us has to judge for ourselves who Jesus is and if His words are true. And each one of us then needs 
to make that decision of whether or not we will follow Jesus. We’ve got to make that judgment in 
our life because Jesus will ultimately come back, and He will judge whether we have chosen to 
follow Him or not. The thing with Jesus is that He was showing them that He was the God of the 
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universe but, as the God of the universe, He wanted to continue to pour His life out for others. Let’s 
go back and take a little look at the different ways that He started teaching this to his disciples.  
 
Verse 10, they came back from sharing all the things that happened. We pick it up where it says: 
 

He withdrew by Himself (Again, the God of the universe is pulling back away by Himself) 
to a city called Bethsaida. But the crowds were aware of this and followed Him; 
  
(So right away I start noticing I marked all throughout this chapter: Jesus’ life was filled 
with interruptions. He would go one place and then all a sudden there are all these people 
asking for something or following Him. And again, He withdraws by Himself, so 
obviously His intention is probably to be alone. But the crowds knew where He was and 
they followed Him. So how does He respond?) 
            
...welcoming them, He began speaking to them about the kingdom of God and curing 
those who had need of healing. (10b-11) 
  
In the moment where He’s interrupted by people, He’s thinking of hope and healing and 
He offers that. The gospel is always a show and tell. In Verse 12 He goes on: 
  
Now the day was ending, and the twelve came and said to Him, “Send the crowd 
away, that they may go into the surrounding villages and countryside and find 
lodging and get something to eat; for here we are in a desolate place.”  
 

Now as I have read through the rest of this chapter, I really wonder what’s going on in the back of 
the disciples’ minds. It’s been a long day. They are tired; they are worn out; they are hungry. And I 
wonder if they are really saying, “Hey, Jesus, it’s been a long day. It’s getting late; we need to find 
some food,” but they are really saying, “We are looking out for the crowd. They need to find some 
food and lodging so they should probably go.” But Jesus answers them in a really interesting way: 
  

But He said to them, “You give them something to eat!” (Vs. 13a) 
   
Have you ever been reading from the Bible or had somebody speaking or a friend speak into your 
life or the Holy Sprit prompting you, and you read something that you knew God wanted you to do 
but you felt like it was impossible to do? Have you ever been in that spot? They are sitting here and 
a note that’s helpful for us is that this goes on to tell us that there are 5,000 men, not including 
women and children. So if we take that number and add those in, that’s ten, fifteen, twenty thousand 
people that are in this spot, and He turns to the disciples and asks them to feed them. What an 
incredible task! So they go on: 
 

And they said, “We have no more than five loaves and two fish, unless perhaps we go 
and buy food for all these people.”  (Vs. 13b) 
  

Philip’s thinking—we see it in the other gospels—was about money.  How are we going to cover 
this? “Jesus, You got a credit card to use here, right? We go buy?” Obviously that’s not the solution. 
That’s not going to happen. They are in a desolate place. Somebody else pipes up, “Well, Andrew 
stole some kid’s lunch. We’ve got this we could use.” And Jesus is continuing to teach them 
through this. This is impossible for them to do without Jesus. God will never ask you to do 
something that is impossible for you to do, but it may be impossible for you to do on your own 
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without Him. So He continues to go on.  He breaks the meal up, gives everyone food, and there’s 
food left over. We go on from this story into verse 28: 
   

Some eight days after these sayings, He took along Peter and John and James, 
and went up on the mountain to pray.  
   

Again, notice where we find Jesus—alone with His Father, praying. The God of the universe, the 
all-powerful Jesus continues to take time away to pray. As He is up on this mountain, an incredible 
experience unfolds.  Moses and Elijah show up. There’s this transfiguration. It’s incredible, and 
then at the end God speaks and He says, 
  

“This is My Son, My Chosen One; listen to Him!” (vs. 35b) 
  

And then not long after that, verse 37: 
 

On the next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met Him. 
And a man from the crowd shouted, saying, “Teacher, I beg You to look at my son, 
for he is my only boy, (Vs. 37-38) 
 

Yet again, Jesus is in a crowd and somebody is shouting out—an interruption—a need. Now Jesus 
has been up on the mountain praying with these three other disciples; the other nine are down with 
the people. We found out later that this father had gone to these guys and asked them to heal his 
son. We also remember that Jesus, back in verse 1, gave them authority to heal and cast out 
demons—and yet these disciples could not. Jesus says a statement I believe directed to the disciples, 
in frustration. We know the other gospels speak into this—that there was a lack of faith, a lack of 
prayer, a lack of fasting, but I kind of picture these disciples, these other nine sitting down there and 
seeing all these different things happening and thinking, “I’ve got this; I can do this.” So they try to 
heal this boy but it doesn’t work because they can’t do it apart from Jesus, apart from His power. 
So, Jesus heals him and everybody’s thinking, “This is awesome! This is incredible” It’s a 
celebration moment! But then Jesus pulls them in closer and He says to them in Verse 44: 
 

“Let these words sink into your ears; for the Son of Man is going to be delivered into 
the hands of men.”  
 

“Don’t forget it; I’m going to die.” Just after that, in Verse 46, an argument starts among them about 
which of them might be the greatest. Now if ever there’s a moment where I feel like Jesus has full 
permission to go, “Ahhhh!” this would be it.  He’s continuing to walk beside them. He’s continuing 
to tell them their life should be poured out into others. The way that they truly find life is to die to 
themselves and follow Jesus, and now they are sitting there arguing about who is the greatest. They 
just don’t get it—that life is not about you. So, what’s He do? 
  

Jesus, knowing what they were thinking in their heart, took a child and stood him by 
His side... (Vs. 47) 
 

Why a child? Because in that day children had no status; there was nothing a child could do to 
propel himself forward. If you are important, why would you waste time spending time with a child 
when they can’t do anything for you? It kind of sounds like our culture at times, but I know we have 
people just lined up to help out in our children’s ministry, right? I know that people can’t wait to 
spend their time with the kids but it makes me wonder: why would we not have a waiting list of 
people saying, “I want to invest my life into the most important generation there is.” These kids that 
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we can pour into, we can influence and impact for the rest of their lives—but that’s a message for a 
whole other day, so we will continue to move on. Verse 48, He... 
  

...said to them, “Whoever receives this child in My name receives Me, and whoever 
receives Me receives Him who sent Me; for the one who is least among all of you, this 
is the one who is great.” 
  

I just picture them going, “Okay, the one who is least, is great? Dibs, I got first dibs at being least so 
I can be greatest.” There’s just kind of this idea of continuing to miss it. But John speaks up: 
  

John answered and said, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in Your 
name; and we tried to prevent him because he does not follow along with us.” (Vs. 49) 
  

In other words John is saying, “Hey, Jesus, we saw this guy. He’s trying to look better than us... 
make us look bad. He’s trying to free people from this oppression in Your Name, so we told him to 
stop. ‘Stop doing that.’” So what does Jesus say?  
 

“Do not hinder him; for he who is not against you is for you.” (Vs. 50) 
 

He’s saying, “Hey, do you see what I’m about? It’s not about you. It’s about continuing to walk 
beside people.” We get into verse 51: 
  

The days were approaching for His ascension; He was determined to go to Jerusalem;  
 

Now before we skip right over this, it’s important to understand and be reminded that Jesus had an 
unrelenting pursuit. He was determined; His gaze was set; He knew where He was headed. He knew 
that in Jerusalem one day He would be on a cross, dying, and He was determined to continue there. 
Nothing would deter Him. Nothing would take Him out of the way. That’s where He was headed, to 
His death. So, then, verse 52: 
  

and He sent messengers on ahead of Him, and they went and entered a village of 
the Samaritans to make arrangements for Him. But they did not receive 
Him, because He was traveling toward Jerusalem. (Vs. 52-53) 
 

Now the Samaritans would have believed that Jerusalem was not a valid center of worship. So, what 
happens? Verse 54: 
  

 When His disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do You want us 
to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?”  
   

Again, one of those moments where I go, “What!” Their first response is to go straight up Old 
Testament Prophet Style, right? One: Jesus hasn’t done anything like this in His ministry and two: I 
would have loved to see them try to do this. I would have loved to see Jesus step back and go, 
“Yeah, go ahead. Try it. See how that works out.” It’s just not working, right? But let’s understand 
them and step into their sandals a little bit more. They are starting to understand that Jesus is the 
greatest. And we’ve seen all throughout this chapter that Elijah’s name has been mentioned—verse 
8, verse 19, verse 30. It reminds me of another story in 2 King chapter 1 with Elijah. There’s this 
guy, Ahaziah, and he’s not following God, and so God uses Elijah to send a message to him. He 
gets frustrated by it, so he sends a captain and fifty soldiers to go off after Elijah. They come 
towards Elijah. He prays; fire comes down and consumes all. So Ahaziah hears this, gets frustrated, 
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sends another captain and another fifty. They come after him. Fire comes down from heaven... 
consumes them. So, a third captain is sent with fifty, but this guy gets something. He comes before 
Elijah on his knees and begs for his life. Elijah again gives him the message to take back to 
Ahaziah. And as they look at this, they are thinking: Okay, fire, judgment? These guys didn’t 
receive you. But Jesus is saying, “Hey, you know who I am but I want you to see what I’m about.”  
 
And this will give us a better picture if we flip over just a couple of chapters to chapter 12, verse 49. 
Jesus is speaking and He says: 
 

“I have come to cast fire upon the earth; and how I wish it were already kindled! But 
I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is accomplished! 
 

Yes, there is going to be judgment but Jesus was going to be the One to take that judgment. He was 
going to be the One on a cross that would be immersed by all of the sin of the entire world. In that 
place, He comes with a message. Verse 55 in chapter 9: 
  

He turned and rebuked them, [and said, “You do not know what kind of spirit you 
are of; for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.”] 
And they went on to another village. (Vs. 55-56) 
 

...continuing to remind them what He’s about. Now we come to the end of the chapter and Jesus 
meets three other guys and He meets each one of them where they are. Verse 57: 
 

As they were going along the road, someone said to Him, “I will follow You wherever 
You go.” And Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” And He said to 
another, “Follow Me.” But he said, “Lord, permit me first to go and bury my 
father.” But He said to him, “Allow the dead to bury their own dead; but as for you, 
go and proclaim everywhere the kingdom of God.” (Vs. 57-60) 
   

Now Jesus is discerning their hearts. As they are asking to follow Him, He is looking inside and He 
is saying, “Hey, you just don’t get it. I’m not this conquering King that is going to come and take 
the castles and have my entourage fall in and live this posh life. The Son of God has nowhere to 
lay His head. “You live in a nice home. You’ve got a nice job. Are you wiling to let that go if it 
means following me?” “That shiny piece of metal that you drive around—are you willing to let that 
go if it means following me?” “Are you willing to let anything you have go in order to follow me?” 
Another says, “Hey, you know what? I’m going to follow you but first I’ve got some stuff I’ve got 
to do.” But they don’t realize that Jesus has to be first. Jesus takes priority over everything. He 
meets another man in Verse 61: 
 

Another also said, “I will follow You, Lord; but first permit me to say good-bye to 
those at home.” But Jesus said to him, “No one, after putting his hand to the plow and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” (Vs. 61-62) 
  

Fit is kind of an unfortunate translation; a better word would be useful. The idea is I can’t think, 
“God, I’m going to go there but I’ve got to do this.” No, it’s one—I’m either in or out. If I don’t 
have Jesus Christ as my first priority in my life and He has the reins to everything, how in the world 
can God work through my life into the lives of others? He’s got to be first! 
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So, as we come to the end, I think, “Man, I think there are a couple of lessons that I’ve seen 
throughout this whole thing. Now we can’t go through all of them, but we can go through a couple. 
One of them that I noticed right away is that Jesus’ life seems to be filled with interruptions—lots of 
them. It seems like He was never in a hurry to get anywhere, but He was deeply intentional every 
place that He went...with every person that He came across. I wonder this. “How open is your life to 
interruptions?” That’s a tough one to think about. The last couple of weeks Bryan has been talking 
about busyness within our schedule. I’ve realized if I don’t have margins within my schedule, 
within my life, when an interruption comes, I’m going to miss it. I’ve got to have space in my life 
for interruptions. So maybe another question that I will ask you is, “Think back in this past week. 
What were the interruptions from people’s lives that had needs that you stepped into?” You think, 
“Man, I don’t think there were any interruptions.” Let me guarantee you this: there are needs all 
around you, but if my life is not in a position to walk alongside those, if I’m too busy, if I’m only 
thinking about me, I’m going to miss them.  So, does your life have margins? I have to look at my 
schedule and think, “Some things have to go to make room.” I realize I can’t schedule in for the 
interruptions, but I could schedule margins so I can move things. When they come, I could be ready. 
I could be in a posture that’s ready for whatever Jesus does, because I’ve found most of the ministry 
that happens in my life with other people comes at unplanned times.  
 
The other thing that I’m seeing here, as I look through this entire chapter, is this takes time. It’s not 
an instant fix; it’s not a quick fix. Jesus is continuing to walk with His disciples patiently, 
continuing to redirect them, continuing to speak truth at times in their lives. And these disciples 
would go on to do incredible things for the kingdom. In fact, almost all of them would give their 
lives, dying for Jesus and for His message...for His cause. But it took time. I want to meet with 
somebody. I want to have 30 minutes. I want to give them the next spot and I want to move on, but 
Jesus shows me it’s not on my timetable—that I have to enter in to where people are at and walk 
step-by-step with them and it takes time.  
 
He is also showing me that I cannot do it on my own. Have you ever noticed when you get some of 
those interruptions and you get frustrated by it what’s speaking to your heart? The other day I’m 
sitting there, and I’m working through a list of things to do and I’ve got a big list and I’m looking at 
the clock and I’ve got things I want to do and somebody steps in and tells me about a need that I can 
step into. And my first thought was “Ahhhh!” Frustration, why? Because my plate was too full, and 
I was thinking only about my stuff, so when their need arose, my need was something that was more 
important.  
 
John Ortberg says, “If I’m not dying to myself daily, I mostly treat people based on how they make 
me feel.” So true! And there’s absolutely no way that I can share the love and hope of Jesus Christ 
in the lives of others if I’m trying to do it on my own. It’s not going to happen. I’m going to get 
tapped out. It’s impossible. So, we have to continue to make time in our lives to meet with God, to 
draw from His strength, to read from His word, to pray with Him, to pray for others around us that 
we are walking beside. I wonder: when interruption comes in your life, are you frustrated by it? Do 
you have a bit of that bystander effect? “Somebody else is going to do it. Somebody else is more 
qualified. This is just going to take and interrupt my life but my life has more important things 
going on.” 
  
October, 2011, another woman was attacked. Her name is Jessica Buchanan. She was with Poul 
Thisted. They were actually in Africa, working on the demining project, and as they were driving 
along in the car, she remembers the car jolting forward and being surrounded by men with guns. 
Before long, before she even knew it, there was a guy sitting in the car with a gun, taking them to 
the outside of the city. As they were getting farther and farther out, they spent the night and they 



	 9	

took them to a desolate place and mistreated them. Days turn into weeks, weeks turn into months, 
and it seemed like there is absolutely no hope. She is surrounded by soldiers but none of them are 
going to do anything for her. She actually gets an infection that now is leading to not only if she’s 
going to die but when, if she doesn’t get help soon. Her captors—Somali pirates—make a video of 
her, trying to increase the ransom. They have been offered $1.5 million but that wasn’t enough, and 
after people back home in the States see Jessica’s state, they realize that she is not going to live 
long.  They look at the month and they get the perfect opportunity with the night that is coming to 
send in troops. Two dozen navy seal troops parachute down January, 2012. She remembers, in the 
middle of the night, gunfire erupting and somebody grabbing at her. She remembers being terrified 
thinking, “This is it!” As they are grabbing at her, and she’s huddled up in this little blanket, she 
hears a voice and something just clicks in her mind. She starts to say, “Americans. You’re 
American? You’re American! How did you get here?” The soldier picks her up and takes her back 
with the Special Forces. They continue to take her back toward the helicopter but along the way 
another noise is made and she remembers them putting her down on the ground surrounding her 
completely with soldiers on top of her as well, and she remembers thinking, “How is this possible? 
These guys have risked their lives to save mine, and on the way out they are still willing to die so 
that I can live.” They scoop her back up; she has the strength and runs to the helicopter. They get 
her out and her story continues today. It’s a little different story than the story I told you earlier, but 
it reminds me that we’re offered to be a part of the greatest rescue that the world has ever known. 
But if I’m not careful, I’m going to miss the opportunity to join in because I’m going to be too busy. 
I’m not going to have space in my life to join and help this rescue mission that Jesus is doing 
because ultimately it comes down to this: My identity is either rooted in me and I will live my life 
for me and me alone, or I will abandon it all, die to myself, and find true life in Jesus. I’ll get a 
chance to walk with Him every day. I need that reminder to pour myself into the lives of people. 
I’m reminded that our mission is to help people find and follow Jesus, and we are all invited to be a 
part of it.  
 
 

Jesus, thank You so much for the way that You have rescued us, for the way that You left 
everything to pursue us. God, we don’t want to just know who You are. We want to know 
what You are about because we want to join You, but it’s not easy. That old dead corpse of 
a life that we have abandoned continues to lure us with lies, tries to stack us up with the 
busyness. God, we want to continue to be reminded everyday that You are what matters 
most. You are our first priority. We would give anything to follow You. God, we want to be 
the ones that You use to help the needy and the hurting right around us, right here in this 
room, back at our jobs and in our neighborhoods. God, thank You so much for letting us 
be a part of it. We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen.  
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